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Editorial
WHERE DO WE STAND TODAY? – III


THE picture of the country's present political situation as portrayed by us in the two preceding issues is undoubtedly a dark and sombre one. Lust for power, utter disregard for moral consi- derations, exploitation of all higher ideals, Islam and democracy, for the furtherance of petty interests, preparedness to stake everything, even the ideology of Pakistan, for self or group aggrandisement and relegating public welfare to any ignominous oblivion---this is the picture of our politics. How appalling, and yet how terribly true!
This situation often gives rise to extremist reactions among people of weak nerves and rash judgment. Sometimes they lose their faith in the great destiny of Pakistan and give themselves to despair. Such people often, in their fit of rage against politicians, begin cursing democ- racy. Dictatorship, a strong man's rule, the rule of the talented, they conclude, is the way out. Thus alone can the people enjoy the blessings of "good government." As for the inherent monstrosity of dictator- ship, even if it is and can be "benevolent", they consider it a matter of no importance at all. To contest about the form of government is a hobby of the fools. The wise only crave for that which is best governed. It is this way of thinking that led to a long series of military coup detats and the establishment of dictatorial regimes in many a Middle East country, and if allowed to get strong, this trend may jeopardise our own dreams of a healthy democratic set-up in our country.


But the verdict of contempo- rary history as well as common sense go against dictatorship. The experience of these three decades both in the West and in the East, proves its utter "unbenevolence." It brought in its wake a ruthless suppression of civil liberties and clamped an atmosphere of dread and terror on the people. It dep- rived man of those innocent joys which are his birth right and which give colour and meaning to human existence. It impoverished the soul and chained down the mind of the people into a dull, lifeless and tyrannical unformity. Under dictatorship, culture sickened and human knowledge was prostituted. Dictatorships has always and everywhere led to a chain of internecine bloodshed" and destroyed political stability. There were convulsions and up- heavals; violent changes rocked the country, political stability went to pieces and at long last, after a brief spell of comparative- ly prosperous economic condi- tions, this house of cards tumbled down and gone with it was the phantom of economic prosperity and administrative efficiency. True, democracy does not yield quick, spectacular results. True


-
again, it allows, the "mediocre" and the "demagogue" to come into power if he can carry the public with him. True also that democracy has no apparatus to pick up the gifted the "hero" (to borrow from Carlyle's termi- nology) and to instal him into power. And there are so many other defects that are the charac- teristics of modern democracy. But it is inspite of the awareness of all this that we have decided as a nation to build our national life on the democratic pattern. And so let all true lovers Pakistan jealously guard its sacred precincts. Let all those who hold this country dear, un- compromisingly defend democ- racy and heroically resist every onslaught of despotic ambition and vested interest.
of
Democratic values are above party politics and so whichever party violates accepted democra- tic principles and practices, should meet universal condemna- tion and stiffest opposition from all parties.
A living and throbbing democ- ratic life is simply inconceiv- able unless the present apathy of our people is broken, unless patriotic enthusiasm is aroused


an
and public opinion awakened; in short, unless people start effective excercise of their democ- ratic rights and see that their affairs are administered accord- ing to their wishes. Unfortunately the trend of politics in our count- ry has been just in the opposite direction. In deciding on issues of far-reaching national importance the wishes of the people were often not elicited at all. Take the case of One Unit. Apart from its own merits, one must say that Mr. Ghulam Muhammad and his coterie tried to push this propo- sal through in a manner which deserved strongest condemnation even from the supporters of One Unit simply for the reason that the process of its implementation was undemocratic. Similarly, governments have kept on chang- ing, but without any reference to the will of the people. All these changes have been the outcome of palace intrigues. This could not but deaden the spirit of the public, cool down public enthusi asm and create in the people an


attitude of reckless disinterest in national affairs.
What therefore needs greatest encouragement today is the growth of genuine political orga nisations which have definite ide- ologies before them and revlove round ideals and policies rather than personalities. Only thus can public opinion be awakened, the people enabled to exert their pressure and their will made to reign supreme. It is only thus that democracy will come to its own in our country and its parch- ed arteries will be filled up with warm, running blood and our people freed from the curse of palace coups and court revolu tions.
Another important fact that must remain before all those who wish to regenerate the political life of the country is the impor- tance of morals in our collective life. The imposing exterior of a people's political life cannot vitalize a nation the roots of


whose moral life have been sap- ped from within. If the walls are kept painted and polished, it can be of no avail if they have be- come too weak to stand even a slight blow. And the fact is that the political corruption of our country is merely a symptom of our deep-rooted moral ailments. Political corruption is just an index of our moral degradation.
And that brings us to the need of toning up the moral health of the society and fighting relentles- ly against the devilish concept of divorcing morals from politics. The people of Pakistan are fortunate in this regard. They have faith in a religion that guides its followers in all walks of life and makes morality rule over politics and does not stand its being ruled by politics. We are sure that once İslam is made the driving-force of our national life instead of a politi- cal catchword, a slogan to dupe the public, it can bring about a tre- mendous revolution and lead the nation towards the great destiny
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